RESCUE DURING THE HOLOCAUST

During the Holocaust, rescuers took take a stand against hatred and violence, making the decision to
act and save lives. While putting their own lives at risk these individuals helped to save thousands from
certain death at the hands of the Nazi’s and their collaborators.

Grade Level: 6-12

Time Required: Two class periods

Rationale: During the Holocaust a small minority of people risked their lives to rescue the Jews of
Europe. Teachers, businessmen, diplomats, housewives, journalists and farmers were a few of the
individuals that comprised this extraordinary group known as, rescuers. It is important for students to
see that during a time of war and in an environment plagued by hatred and intolerance, that there were
individuals who made decisions to help others, even when the majority of people looked the other way.
While learning about the Holocaust students often question, “Why did some people help?” “Why didn’t
more people help?” “Who helped rescue people during the Holocaust?” This lesson will examine indi-
viduals who were rescuers during the Holocaust as well as individual decision making and the factors
for choosing to act or not to act during a difficult time in history. By examining decision making during
the Holocaust, students will be able to reflect on decision making in their own lives and the effect their
decisions have on others

Note: Students should have background knowledge and context of Holocaust history prior to
this lesson plan. Cross curricular collaboration between the history and art teacher will help to
accomplish the latter.



ACTIVITY #1: INTRODUCTION TO RESCUE

Students will watch the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum video, “Voices of Rescue from the

Holocaust.” “Voices of Rescue from the Holocaust,” provides an overview of rescue during the Holocaust

through eyewitness testimony, historical footage and photographs. (Film running time: 12:28).

http://www.ushmm.org/remember/days-of-remembrance/past-days-of-remembrance/2012-days-of-re-

membrance/2012-theme-video

Rescuer Profiles: http://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20120306-dor12-profiles-of-rescuers.pdf
Interviewee Profiles: http://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20120306-dor12-profiles-of-interviewees.pdf

ACTIVITY #2: RESCUERS

Students will be divided into groups. Each group will have a different rescuer and primary source

documents which illustrate the actions of each rescuer during the Holocaust. The teacher will distrib-

ute envelopes containing a biography and primary sources such as photographs and documents. In
groups students will read about each rescuer and examine the primary sources and answer ques-
tions about each source. Students will become “experts” on their rescuer.

Each group’s should include:
« United States Holocaust Memorial Museum- Rescue- Historical Background Article
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005185

« Rescuer biography, photographs and documents
« Rescuer question worksheet

« Primary Source Analysis Worksheet

Biographies and Primary Sources

Varian Fry

« United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Biography:
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005740

« Primary Sources — Attachments A-F

Chiune Sugihara

« United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Biography:
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005594
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005587

« Primary Sources — Attachments G-J

William and Morton Thalhimer
« Biography: Attachment Q

« Primary Sources — Attachments K-P

ACTIVITY EXTENSION

« Instead of providing the
primary sources for each res-
cuer have students search for
primary sources on the United
States Holocaust Memorial
Museum website (USHMM.
org). Students could also re-
search Holocaust rescuers not
profiled in this lesson plan.

- Have students tell the story
of each rescuer through the
primary sources provided. Us-
ing the photographs and docu-
ments students can create a
story board with captions for
the rescuer that they studied.

« Have students visit the
Jewish Foundation for the
Righteous website. Students
have the opportunity to learn
more about people that made
the decision to rescue Jews
during the Holocaust as well
as submit a question to a
rescuer. http.//www.jfr.org/
pages/education/for-students/

ask-a-rescuer



WANT T0 KNOW MORE ABOUT RESCUE DURING THE HOLOCAUST?

Books
- Borden, Louise. His Name Was Raoul Wallenberg: Courage, Rescue and Mystery During World War II.
Houghton Mifflin, 2012.

« Fox, A. L, and Abraham-Podietz, E.Ten Thousand Children: The Kindertransport. New York: Behrman
House, 1998.

« Killough McClafferty, Carla. In Defiance of Hitler: The Secret Mission of Varian Fry. New York: Farrar,
Straus and Giroux, 2008.

« Levine, E. Darkness Over Denmark. New York: Holiday House, 1999.
» Mochizuki, Ken. Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story. New York: Lee and Low Books, Inc., 1997.

- Pettit, J. A Place to Hide. Minneapolis: Sagebrush Education Resources, 1993.

Glossary
- Yad Vashem: The Jewish people’s living memorial to the Holocaust. World center for documentation,
research, education and commemoration of the Holocaust.'!

« Righteous Among the Nations: A designation given by Yad Vashem to non-dJews who risked their lives to
rescue Jews during the Holocaust. 25, 271 people have been recognized by Yad Vashem as Righteous.?

! Yad Vashem The Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority. “About Yad Vashem.” Yad Vashem, 2014. Web. 17 Sep. 2014.

2 Yad Vashem The Holocaust Martyrs” and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority. “About the Righteous.” The Righteous Among the Nations. Yad
Vashem, 2014. Web. 17 Sep. 2014.



Attachment A

Varian Fry walking along the street in Marseilles.

Caption Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,

courtesy of Annette Fry

Attachment B

View from above of the refugees lined up outside the
American consulate in Marseilles

Caption Gredit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of Hiram Bingham




Attachment C

Portrait of Walter Meyerhof in Banyuls-sur-Mer while waiting
for avisatothe US.

Caption Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of Hiram Bingham

Attachment D

Varian Fry views a Chagall painting outside the artist’s home
in Gordes. Pictured from left to right are Varian Fry, Marc
Chagall, Bella Chagall and Hiram Bingham (behind Bella)
Caption Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of Walter Ernst Meyerhof
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Attachment E

Affadavit in lieu of Passport
issued by Myles Standish, Vice
Consul of the United States to
German Jewish refugee Walter
Meyerhof.

Caption Credit: United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States
Holocaust Memorial Muse-
um, courtesy of Walter Ernst
Meyerhof
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Attachment F

Letter written by Varian Fry
to the American consul at the
U.S. Embassy in Vichy seeking
his help in obtaining an exit
visa for Walter Meyerhof.
Caption Credit: United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States
Holocaust Memorial Muse-
um, courtesy of Walter Ernst
Meyerhof



Attachment G

Portrait of Chiune Sugihara used in his passport.

Caption Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of Hiroki Sugihara

Attachment H

Group Portrait of Jewish refugees in Kobe, Japan, who es-
caped from Europe with visa signed by Chiune Sugihara
Caption Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of Walter Susan Blumen




Attachment |

The Sugihara family departs by train from Kaunas to Berlin.
Caption Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of Hiroki Sugihara

Attachment J

Three Jewish ghetto officials stand at one of the gates to the
Kovno ghetto.

Caption Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of George Kadish/Zvi Kadushin




Attachment K

Richmond Businessman, William B. Thalhimer, Sr.

Photo Credit: Virginia Holocaust Museum, courtesy of the
Thalhimer Family Archives

Attachment L

Professor Dr. Kurt Bondy, Director of the Gross Breesen
agricultural training center walks his horse Edgar.

Caption Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Photo Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of Eric F. Bowes




Attachment M

Passport of Eva Jacaobsohn (Loew). Eva was a student that
lived and worked at Hyde Farmlands.

Permission to reprint by Jacquelin Jacobsohn

Attachment 0
Eva Jacobsohn (Loew) feeding a cow.
Photo Credit: Virginia Holocaust Museum
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Commisaioner of Immigrotion
¥aghington, D. C.

¥e, A. Y. Tarren

Chief of Viss Divielon

Derertment of 3tote
"sahington, D. C,

Gentlemen:

There is herein presented for your conrideration the
faots relative to the proposed immigratlon from Oerwiny %o the
United Stotes of approximately twenty-seven individuale of
Jewish raith und German nationality whose destimutlon will
be o fare of arproximately 1500 scres in NMottoway County,
Virginia, neer the town of Burkeville.

The undersigned, Willlam B, Thalhimer, has for a
pumber of yeers, out of solely humame motives, Interested
himself in the plecement, after their arrival in this country, 4
of Germsp-Jewish lmmigrants who heve been 2dmitted to Thited
States sinee the yesr 1933, He hap to thie time had 1ittle,
ir anything to do with sny probleme of immigration or admiselon.

In keeping with this intorest of placement, a yeur
or more ago it oceurrsd to him that were these new arrivels
to be settled upon fams in the rursl communities of this
country it wonld relleve their inmcrescing ccneentration in the
cities ond in addition would hasten the srocesa of rehabillitetion,
Aceordingly be mddressed this suggestion by letter to the Hational
Coordinating Committes, n voluntary relief orgenlzaticn, nom=

i I e LY DT

o
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William Thalhimer to A.M.
Warren, August 12, 1938,
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geotarian In mmture, of which Dr. Joseph T. Gha‘n‘blr‘.l.ul!,. or v
Colurbin Tniversity lso chairmen. The work of this committes
is direoted to the solutiom of nroblems arlsing in the im=mi-
gration and placement of immisrante of nll dencminntlions from
the countries of Burope. AL

Beyond the acknowlsdgemsnt of 1ts receipt no notiee

of or aotiom upon this lettar wes talkon #t the time. In 3

January, 1958, however, this latter wus discovered in the files

of the Co—mittes by & Wr. Frederick ¥, Borebardt, = revrasentative
in the Tnited States of a group of Germun-Jewish charitable cnd
rellef orgmnizatlions coopar-ting with the Notional Coordimating
Committee in its work., Mp, Dorchardt thersupon com=univeted

with tke underalipgned inguiring whathsar he would interest .!.,

himealf terconslly in the development of o farm project rq;
the rlagement of immigranta. Upén ressiving on affirmstive
roply he advised the undersigned that the Osrman organizstioms
he representad hed for the npast two yeurs or moro maintained in
dermany at ‘Oross Pressen, asar Breslau n cooporative Farm whose L
membere had been recrulited from the some and daughters (between
the sges of géventsen snd twenty-five) of upper and middle cless
Gormen Jewish families who Bad sxpressed a Tirm desire for agri-
oulture =e thelr 1ifa'e work. These members, the undersigned
wig ndvised, have Been trmined in soientiric furming by exporienced
snd gompetent agriculturalists over um ubandg_q_:-;?iua and the
rosultes indiested thelr ability in successful ;4::1 over:tion,

¥r, Borechardt steted that muny of these individumls
propoped to emigrate from Oermony to the Talted Ctates ond thet
if sfter thelr arrival in this country they could be loosted on a

-
i L T Y BT

Attachment P 2/7

William Thalhimer to A.M.
Warren, August 12, 1938,

[file 811.1184 Hyde Farm-
lands, General Visa Corre-
spondence 1940-1945, Entry
A1-704A, RG 59: General
Records of the Department
of State, National Archives.]



farm, he was convinced that such a project would be successful,
far more sc then were a farm settled with irmigrante slveady in
this country who hed hed mo previous experience with feurming
operutions,
i

Since the establishment of 5 farm for the nlegement of
immigrante »fter their srrival in this count®y was in sceordunce
with his own ideas and eince it seemed evident that immigrante
trained and experienced in farming would be far more likely to
succeed thereon then those without such training s=nd experience,
the undersigned stated to Mr. Borchardt thet he would see to the
purehsse of « famm suitable for the purpote nnd would undertoke

%o nave 1% roady for oceuvation uron the arrivel oF the immigrants.

He further stated thet he did not bdelleve it-wise or

expedient to meke = grent of the lend wnd necegsary ferming

equipment to the 1mmntq_bnt proposed thet an apreemont be
e#ttrod into heﬁoen iﬁa landowner and the operating group,
whereby the latter wac to rurchuse the ssme ot o rrice egusl
to 1ts cost plus euch sums as would necessarily be sdvanced for
maintenance of the members of the group until such time as they
oould be self-sustzining ae a result of their own labors,

lr. Borehardt thereupen stated that he anrroved of
the plan, =nd that he would noctify the undersizned when the
immigzrants would arrive. This conversution took plece in late
February or early Yarch of 1938, -—.-—__—.-

Thereuvon the undersigned ufter investigating other

sropertiss secured on ontion upon a farm of anproximotely 1800 ucres

in Nottoway County, Virginia, upon which wue locsted inm addition

e
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While the ferm ot Groso Breesen is occupled both by
mon 'nd women it 1o of mo moment whethir the members of the
Virglolu fure ore exolucively nmale, It hos however been ststod
by Mr. Borehardt thet Tive women desire to ha ing d.

It hos besn stoted aubove thet opportunity is to be
afforded to the opercvting greup to rurchuee the faurm oith 1ts
bulldinge, laprovements and sgulrment, It 48 of no intorest to
the undersigned la vhat form the lnternzl orgomiszction of this
crariting group is to bo oust excet ineofar ag thot might bear

. upon ite continued suscess. Eeo has exectly the sqme hunene

intsrest bere that he hed in embarking urom this ~refect snd

Do WMOTE.
It ip to bve definitely unlerstood that the Gperating
group is to be entlrely separate and Alstinot from the scrporstion
et tresant belding the title to ths farm, th tmeither the ‘under-
siened por anyone clee whe =iy become roroointed with him in
sharing the exvenses of Tlacnoing the fore ore to be memberas of

i
the opersting group, nor ére they to ohere In say of the Trults of

. the labor cf the mesmbers of th.: group.

Fa feols that the ectusl internsl organization of the

orerating group should be leoft for Jeterminstion until the group

«t 18 actuslly integreted at the furm not only becrusa It Is not yet

known whit 13 best aulted for thelr needp but_sleo becouse thise
ahould be dstermined by them under the gridnos of competent
Amerlesn cttorneys. However, the unfarsignad is ndvized by hia

gounsel thyit the onariting groud should incorvorsta itsely in

; order that 4t =+y scguire =nd hold vro-erty with the leasd

=B
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possible difficulties., He further sucgests that the group
consider the orestion of shares of stock in this corporation
of & very low mor velus or of oo mar velum, to be issusd to
its membere in return Tor services rondered to tha group,
thue reflecting the interest of such in the rroverty of the
whole, Theoe shores srve under no ciroumstences to be issued

, or transferred to anyone cutside the group. Thess suggestions

are of courss purely tentatiwe and ns stoted are to be cubmitted
to the opsrating groun for its determination.

Howewer, (and this plen will oot be chenged) when the

. eperating groun shall have perfected whitever organizstion upon

.. ¥hich 1t shall deternine, - eontrret will be entsred lato between

Eyds Farmlands, Incorporated, caod such organization of tha
operating group, whersby the former will agree to sell and the
lstter to buy the Tarm with wll of its egquipment and lmvrovements
st o vriee equal to thelir cost nlus such sums cp have been apd
muy be advanced from time to time for expensem of cperation und
agrioultural surervision, and for the supvort cnd melntensnoe
of the operst!ng group. This ~rice ip to be poyable in small
inrtolmonte ovar an axtended nmaricd of time, no m™eymento to
bé made during the first year or two of orer:tion, and there-
aftar In smounte probably lneressing slightly each ye:r s the
earnine 2bility of the oper=ting grour would normnlly be expsocted
to ineronsa,

It i vropozed that o competent snd exnerisanced Tarm l
maneser be emmloyed to direct the activitles of the group until ||

E0SD oné of mors ¢f 1ts membors demonetrate thelr ability to
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agmums this surarrisory work, and it is helieved thet with this
gurervicion and with the experience and treinine which the
rroposed Irmigronts hove rlrendy recoeived, theot successful
eperclion will reault and that ¥ithip a ressomubly shori time
the eotire enterrrise should be self-susteining. Itizn.t-iulr
elecr thet no meyment uron the -urchase =rice of the fatm or
rowzyments uron funds advonced oen be axpected for the Tirst
yeup or twi, but to the contrary It in recconized that during
tueh time funds will beve to be sadwanced for food, for olothing,
for vupervisicn, for eguirment, snd for the numerous other
reculrementa of farm life =ad work.

However it ies conridently belioved thet under tha

conditions herein outlined over = sufflelent rerlcd of time

» the members of thls cperating groun will be sble not only to

sumport themeelves, but to own the farw vfith 211 of Llts equipment
ond iﬂnrmamunt-n_s ranaying sll funds advenoed in the interests

of th+e aroject apnd of themselves.

Respactfully zubmitted, )

eld“""‘!- .C‘ 5 Attachment P 7/7
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1 sncliore Ferewith —émor:iniu~ signed by Mr. illlcm
3. Thalhimer, of this efity, relative %o the mropozed izz}-
gretidn from Sernnny to the Unltsd St.otss of a-proximately
twenty=seven individusle of Jewlish feith ond German
petionality whose destinstion will be o furm in Hottowey
County, 7irginlsa, neur the town of Burkeville. .4s ls indl-
cated the orieinsl of this wwemorsium his been Torw:rded to

tha Cowelzsisney of Immigrstion for his attentlon.

17 there ave any fucte declirel by the Dearlmeat
sedetive to thls vroleet we will be vlesged Lo sdvence smy
thot are within our kanovledge.

I thlnk 1t
dént of Thalhima= Prother:, Inecorporeted, one of the larges
department steores in the South, for two years served as
Fresldent of the Aichmond Communlty Fund, an orgenizetion
of tho orineipsl chariteble instiiutlons of this Ei*.-:r and
thet hé has TOr many yearse continucusly interdsiec himael?l
im yoriousz other chuoritshle and rhilepthropie enterprises.
¥or poferapncas, Af such are deemed of lmportioce sny b-mk‘
tn the City of Aiehmond shouls te able to furnlish you with

informaticn.

Flesre acce=t Ty thunks for your courtesy in recelving

U
Very truly yours,
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HYDE FARMLANDS, INC.

Jio 3, In &
o Mazi r. Or. Cwrf Bondy, @ réndvwnied
director of th ceol, O tha Inptilube’s roughly 200 students,
Germany b polnts across the warld, Thirty of them found thelr way to the United Slates.

Wiost of Ehose wio remalaed B Gooss Brecsen weng evenbudlly kilked by 1he Nazis,

Richmond departmen! slome awner, William B. Thalhimer, with the help of his cousin Moron
Thalhimer, purchased & farm in Burkeville, Virginia in 1538, He and his lwyer, Leroy Cohan,
battled the State Deparimont Tor almoal two years belfors finally winning visas for 21 Gross
Breeten students wie camd 1o thi tarm, Hyde Farmiands, in 1939 snd 16480,

Tho Barm aod spproximately 30 students for severnd years, bul with Ii1|-l:hr"r_¢n|r|g haakth
prio i, 1hi) nonic burden and the curtaliment of o flow of new mmigrants, the tarm was
evantuslly Soid in early 1541, As Workd War Il broke out, every student who could volunbesred
for the war elic and played key roles o5 combat sobdiers and linguists. Some axperbanced the
Eberatien of concentration camips, Buchenwald In particulsr, whier thay had been Imprisoned
in 1938 bofore immigrating. After the war, the students, Dr. Bandy and the Thalbimaers recmaslned
in eoniact, heid rewnbons and bed fulfiliing lives.

Attachment R
From the Virginia Holocaust
Museum Permanent Exhibition
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HOLOCAUST RESCUER QUESTION WORKSHEET

1 What is the name of the rescuer?

2 What country and city is the rescuer from?

3 In a couple of sentences provide the rescuer’s background information:

4 What is the country of origin for those individuals that the rescuer helped during the Holocaust?

5 Describe their rescue efforts during the Holocaust:

6 How many people did the rescuer help during the Holocaust?

7 Describe why the rescuer decided to help others:

8 Use four adjectives to describe the character of the rescuer:

9 What happened to the people the rescuer helped?

10 Describe the life of the rescuer after World War I

11 What can people today learn from studying Holocaust rescuers?





